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Air Force Organization Notes
· Person, Element, Flight, Squadron, Group, Wing, Numbered Air Force, Major Command, Air Force Headquarters

· Direct Reporting Units (D.R.U.)   Air Force Academy

· - The Air Force Academy Superintendent (three star general) reports directly to the Chief of Staff of the Air Force (4 four star general) and not to a major command. The Commandant at the Air Force Academy is a one star general.
· Most squadron commanders are Majors and Lieutenant Colonels ( sometimes but rarely a Captain)

· Group Commanders are generally Colonels.

· Wing Commanders are generally Colonels, but may be Brigadier Generals.
· Numbered Air Force Commanders are generally Major Generals.
· The Vice Commander of a major command is a Lieutenant General.
· The Commander of a Major Command is a General (four star).
· Examples of a group are: Medical Group, Maintenance Group, Expeditionary  Group, Security Forces Group or a Support Group

· Some examples of wings are: Fighter Wing, Missile Wing, Air Base Wing, or a Training Wing

· ** All Wing Commanders do not become generals

· Generally, a support group commander commands either an air base wing or a training wing to fulfill or partially satisfy a requirement for BG eligibility.

· Most Generals are rated officers (pilots).

· An example of an air base wing is Tinker AFB, OK or Hill AFB, UT.

· An example of a training wing is Lackland AFB, TX
