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Barnstormers – a pilot who travels around the country giving exhibits of stunt flying and parachuting. The name barnstormer is derived from the practice of an early American tradition of political campaigns where politicians would run for office in rural areas.

Barnstorming became popular in the 1920s after World War I. Surplus military training planes (JN4s or Jennys) were sold to private owners for as little as $200. The original cost of the plane was $5000.

Barnstorming season ran from early spring until after the harvest and county fairs in the fall of the year.

Although barnstormers often worked in solitude or in very small numbers, some also put together large “flying circuses” with several planes and stunt people.

Barnstormers would barnstorm, carry mail, and smuggle illegal items to make a living. Planes are still used to smuggle items (drugs) into the US by cartels (Calle, Siniloa, and Medellin).
Because of highly publicized accidents, political pressure from local pilots upset at barnstormers stealing their customers, the federal government enacted laws to include safety standards.  This was the beginning of the FAA (federal Aviation Administration).
Mode of operation of barnstormers – pilots would land at a local farm house and negotiate with the farmer to use his field as a temporary runway from which to stage shows and offer plane rides to customers. After obtaining a base of operations, the pilot would fly low around the town (buzzing) and drop advertising leaflets. Crowds would then follow the planes to the field and purchase rides and watch the show.

Barnstorming came to an end around 1941.

The thunderbirds, Blue Angels, Snowbirds, and Golden Knights are todays modern barnstormers.

Fact Sheet
At the end of WWI, the US had 4000 planes and 9500 men in the air service.

Within three months of the end of WWI, 175000 people lost their jobs and aircraft production dropped 85%.

Commercial and private aviation was nonexistent, with no scheduled flights or vacation travelers.

In 1918, most Americans had never seen an airplane. Barnstorming changed that as former military pilots jumped at the chance to keep flying.

Famous barnstormers- Bessie Coleman- first African American female pilot. She was born in Atlanta,Texas  January 26, 1892 and died in Jacksonville, Florida April 30 1926 at 34 years old. She was the tenth of thirteen children. She went to Oklahoma Colored Agricultural and Normal University (Langston University). She went to Paris to learn to fly in 1920. She received her pilot’s license in 1921. Coleman also received additional training Germany and the Netherlands. She was killed in a flying accident with her publicist and mechanic in Jacksonville Florida. She was thrown from the plane at 500 feet because a wrench used for repairs had slid into the gearbox and jammed it, causing the plane to dive and spin. 
 Lincoln Beachy – drew a crowd of 150,000 spectators for an exhibition at Niagara Falls.

 Charles Lindbergh- Best known for flying across the Atlantic Ocean in an airplane. He was an early barnstormer.

 Phoebe Omlie – first US woman to become licensed in aircraft transport and first woman to be appointed to a federal in aviation which would later become (NASA).
Historians called the years between 1919-1939 the “golden age of aviation”.
Records were set in altitude, planes became more aerodynamic, wealthy enthusiasts supported flying by offering money for great aviation feats. Engines became more reliable, and planes were made of metal.

Public awareness- people saw their first planes, people became interested in flying, even though that had a fear of flying after seeing many aircraft accidents. Flying became part of the American imagination. 
**** More than anything else, the airplane symbolized the promise of the future.

